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Starbrook Airlines , Belgian chocolate and art , hand in hand.

The company 

Founded in 1998 as part of a larger family Gilis owned fine foods group since 1909.

The contact between Jaak De Koninck, the Belgian artist,and Patrick Gilis resulted in the creation of a range of chocolate products under the brand name  - “ Starbrook Airlines ”. The brands Classic Wheels and Fleet came later on.
Distribution   

Internationally growing brand : high end & department stores , deli & specialty shops , chocolate shops
76 Countries – 170 Airports

Nr 4 in Brussels Sky Shops , biggest chocolate shop in the world.

The concept 

Chocolate & Art , hand in hand

Aquarelle style, outstanding and totally different from what the traditional, conservative market actually supplies. 

Starbrook Airlines : Retro style, stewardesses, pilots and airplanes evoke the style of the early 50’s aviation era. 

Classic Wheels and Fleet are created as brands so the market can be divided if necessary. For instance : Starbrook Airlines in Duty Free , Classic Wheels for domestic and Fleet for on-board sales for cruise ships.
Why buy our brands :

The Belgian Art Chocolate with a Story – See Jaak’s Story below
High quality Belgian chocolate in unique retro and innovative 6 colors eye-catching packaging.

Travel - adventure - good feeling linked concept.

Positioning : just below high end and at affordable and reasonable prices.

Out performer in a fast moving and fast growing market 
Perfect premium confectionery gift.

Wide product range and continuous innovation.

The products all made with Callebaut chocolate !

Sufficient key success factors and benefits to start now !

The quality 

Only best quality Callebaut chocolate and best-quality ingredients used only for all our Art-chocolate.
Expertly hand crafted containing the best raw materials and hand selected fine grade cocoa beans.

Milk chocolate made with origin chocolate from Sierra Leone, Ghana, Togo, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Congo.

Dark origin chocolate from Ivory Coast , Ghana and Equatorial Guinea.

100% pure cocoa butter based chocolate, no artificial coloring agents, preservative-free, GM-free.

Starbrook Airlines , probably the most original Belgian chocolate !
Artist and Painter Jaak De Koninck, alias Jack Learoy (1950)

Oil paint and watercolors are Jaak De Koninck's instruments of choice to portray his world of airplanes, air hostesses and of nearly everything to do with flying.

A creator of stamp-sized miniatures in his early days, his current work has evolved to more mature formats. Even to canvasses of up to 12m2. Most of these are on permanent display in the Belgian airport of Zaventem

His works range from figurative nostalgic water colors to monochrome mood depictions of construction sites on canvas.

For some time now, he is involved in a line of Belgian gourmet food, distributing chocolate delicacies, wrapped in his aquarelles, all over the world.

All of this is captured under the name of his own imaginary airline: "Starbrook Airlines".

Starbrook Airlines, The Story!

1914 : The Belgian Jan-Baptist Learoy settles in Santa Barbara California.

He bought a Curtis Jenny JN4.

1932 : His sons, Emile and Jack Learoy were flying a ‘de Havilland DH4’ for the U.S. Airmail

services. This work was highly hazardous. The brothers dreamt of starting their own

Airmail company ‘Starbrook Airlines’.

1948 : After World War 2 huge stocks of military C47 transports and spares were be found

at various depots. Emile and Jack became the proud owners of one DC3. Restoration

works took eight months.

1950 : Forced landing on an island near Howland-South Pacific.

Props and landing gear completely wrecked.

1951 : While repairing the damaged DC3, the brothers also started decorating work on their

small airport. New furniture was created from aluminum parts.

1952 : Press release of the ‘Starbrook Airlines Furniture Collection’.

Starbrook Airlines returns to the sky with the repaired DC3.

1998 : Delicious Belgian chocolate is introduced on the market in wonderful packing designed

by Jack Learoy. 
Illustrations are based on the adventures, the airplanes and the people

he met during his life as pilot.

2004 : Delicious Starbrook Airlines chocolate is now available worldwide.
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